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Draconian Heraldry — A Distinctive Croatian Heraldic Corpus

Ass. prof. Dr Zeljko Heimer (Croatia)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

Draconian heraldry is the term used to describe a specific heraldic practice among the members of
the Society of Brethren of the Croatian Dragon, a unique cultural and heritage association founded
in Zagreb in 1905. The Society is dedicated to preserving and promoting Croatian history, culture,
heritage, and the memory of notable Croatians. Its members include distinguished figures from
Croatian public life, such as senior clergy, officials, academics, artists, craftsmen, and others
committed to advancing the Society’s aims.

The Society was inspired in part by the Order of the Dragon, a chivalric order established in 1408
by King Sigismund of Luxemburg. Among the symbolic elements inherited from this model was
the practice of granting coats of arms to its members. These arms are not hereditary personal
bearings, but distinctive emblems used within the Society. Of the nearly 2,000 members the Society
has had to date, almost 1,000 coats of arms have been granted and used. They continue to be
bestowed upon new armigers today, according to a particular set of rules and customs and under
the supervision of heraldic officers, including a herald and the Draconian Heraldic Office.

This paper presents this unusual heraldic corpus, the heraldic officers and artists who have been
instrumental in creating and preserving it, and the artefacts associated with this tradition. Although
comparatively recent, draconian heraldry has played an important role in preserving Croatian
heraldic heritage through both the royal and socialist Yugoslav periods, when heraldry was regarded
with indifference or hostility, albeit for different reasons. The Society of Brethren of the Croatian
Dragon was banned in 1946 as the first Croatian cultural institution to be suppressed, and it was re-
established in 1990, again among the first institutions to re-emerge. The restored custom of granting
coats of arms to its members was then revived.

Today, draconian heraldry constitutes one of only three living heraldic corpora in Croatia, in the
sense of continuing to create new armorial bearings for new armigers. The other two are municipal
heraldry, governed by the state, and ecclesiastical heraldry, which follows the rules of the Roman
Catholic Church.
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Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Associate Professor Dr Zeljko Heimer, LF, FF, has served as President
of the International Federation of Vexillological Associations since 2019. He served in the Croatian
Armed Forces from 1999 until his retirement in 2025 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He
obtained a Master of Science degree in 2005 and a PhD in Sociology in 2013, with a dissertation
on military flags and vexillology as a social science. In 2023, he was appointed titular Associate
Professor (docent) at the University of Zagreb and the University of Rijeka.

He has been a member of FOTW since 1995. In 2006, he founded the Croatian Heraldic and
Vexillological Association (HGZD). He is the author of nine books and numerous scholarly,
professional, and popular publications. He is an honorary member of several foreign vexillological
and heraldic institutions. Since 2019, he has held the office of herald in the Society of Brethren of
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the Croatian Dragon. He has received two high Croatian national orders for merit, awarded in 2010
and 2017, and was named a Laureate of FIAV in 2017.

Drakoniskoji heraldika — savita Kroatijos heraldiné tradicija

Doc. dr. Zeljko Heimer (Kroatija)
PraneSimas bus skaitomas angly kalba.
Santrauka

Drakoniskoji heraldika — tai terminas, apibudinantis specifing heralding praktikg tarp Kroatijos Drakono
broliy draugijos nariy. Tai savita kulttiros ir paveldo organizacija, jkurta Zagrebe 1905 m. Draugijos tikslas
— saugoti ir puoseléti Kroatijos istorija, kultiirg, pavelda bei iskiliy kroaty atminimg. Jos nariai yra Zymis
Kroatijos visuomenés atstovai: auksciausieji baznyCios hierarchai, pareigiinai, akademikai, menininkai,
amatininkai ir visi kiti, pasirenge prisidéti prie draugijos tiksly jgyvendinimo.

Draugijos veikla i§ dalies jkvépé Drakono ordinas, kurj 1408 m. jsteigé karalius Zygimantas
Liuksemburgietis. I§ $ios tradicijos buvo perimtas ir paprotys draugijos nariams suteikti herbus. Sie herbai
néra paveldimi asmeniniai Zenklai, bet yra naudojami draugijos viduje kaip iSskirtiniai simboliai. I§ beveik
2000 nariy, kuriuos draugija yra turéjusi iki Siol, beveik 1000 buvo suteikti herbai, ir $i tradicija tgsiama iki
heraldikos pareigiinams — heroldams ir Drakoniskajam heraldikos biurui.

Pranesime pristatoma $i nejprasta heraldiné tradicija, heraldikos pareigiinai ir menininkai, prisidéje prie jos
kiirimo ir i§saugojimo, taip pat su Siuo paprociu susij¢ artefaktai. Nors §i heraldikos forma yra palyginti
nesena, ji atliko svarby vaidmenj iSsaugant Kroatijos heraldinj pavelda tiek karaliSkosios, tiek socialistinés
Jugoslavijos laikotarpiu, kai heraldika dél skirtingy priezas¢iy buvo vertinama abejingai ar net prieSiskai.
Kroatijos Drakono broliy draugija 1946 m. buvo uzdrausta kaip pirmoji uzdrausta Kroatijos kultiiros
institucija, o 1990 m. atkurta — taip pat viena pirmyjy atgimusiy institucijy. Tuo metu buvo atgaivintas ir
paprotys draugijos nariams suteikti herbus.

Siandien drakoniskoji heraldika yra viena i§ vos trijy gyvosios heraldikos tradicijy Kroatijoje, t. y. tokiy
tradicijy, kuriose ir toliau kuriami nauji herbai naujiems armigeriams. Kitos dvi yra savivaldybiy heraldika,
reguliuojama valstybes, ir baznytiné heraldika, besivadovaujanti Romos kataliky baznycios taisyklémis.
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Doc. dr. Zeljko Heimer yra atsargos pulkininkas leitenantas ir nuo 2019 m. eina Tarptautinés veksilology
asociacijy federacijos prezidento pareigas. Kroatijos ginkluotosiose pajégose jis tarnavo nuo 1999 iki 2025
m., kai i8¢jo ] atsargg pulkininko leitenanto laipsniu.

2005 m. jis jgijo magistro laipsnj, o 2013 m. apgyné sociologijos daktaro disertacijg apie karines véliavas
ir veksilologija kaip socialinj moksla. 2023 m. jam suteiktas docento vardas Zagrebo ir Rijekos
universitetuose.

Nuo 1995 m. jis yra FOTW narys. 2006 m. jkiiré Kroatijos heraldikos ir veksilologijos draugija (HGZD).
Jis yra 9 knygy ir daugelio moksliniy, profesiniy bei populiariyjy straipsniy autorius. Taip pat yra keliy
uzsienio heraldikos ir veksilologijos institucijy garbés narys.

Nuo 2019 m. eina heroldo pareigas Kroatijos Drakono broliy draugijoje. Uz nuopelnus 2010 ir 2017 m.
apdovanotas dviem aukStais Kroatijos valstybiniais ordinais, 0 2017 m. jam suteiktas FIAV laureato vardas.
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